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lu ^ Lourdes is a town of about 9000 inhabitants in the 

O' 5 z department of Hautes-Pyrenees, France. Beautifully 

£ w S situated among mountainous scenery, it is annually the 

pC ° goal of many pious Roman Catholics, who make a pil- 
1 •— Q grimage here to worship before the shrine of “Notre 

1 Dame de Lourdes”. The spot is rendered sacred by 


the reputed appearance in 1858 of the Virgin Mary, 
to a girl'of thirteen, Bernardette Soubirous, and a spring 
here is supposed to possess healing powers. 
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